Assisted
livin
moves

forward

Commissioners vote to seek
nonprofit status for facility

By MATTHEW McCORMICK
Staff Writer

The Sullivan County Board of
Commissioners on Tuesday took another
step in its effort to build an assisted living
faeility, but guestions remain about plans to
see the project through.

The board voied 2-0, with Commissioner
. Ben Nelson abstaining, to
! ‘ Unity seek nonprofit status as an

organization that can apply
for grauts and accept money-on. behalf of the
facility.
-+ Setting up- the BDl(c)B s’ one of many
tasks included in the county’s contract with
Massachusetts-based consultant Michael
Pulling, said Don Clarke, chairman of the
Board of Commissieners.

“It is just keeping up with current obliga-
tions,” County Manager Ed Git de Rubio said
Wednesday.

Gil de Rubio said that the nonprofit will
be used to seek grants that eventually could
help low-income seniors make down pay-
ments on the facilify.

... County officials
had planned {o solic-
it theose - payments “If Genesis
this year, but Nelson
last. month proposed leaves cold
putting the project  tyrkey, | think
aside ymgi] after the N
contentious issue of =~ WETE gOING-
whether an outside to- have our
consultant, Genesis
HealthCare, should
cuntmue to assist the
caunt it running
the nursing home.

Ben Melson
Board of Commissioners
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U 'The . commission-
ers have yet to vote
on Nelson's motion.

“I'd lilke to get a blueprint on the nursing
!mme before we go too far with assisted liv-
ing,” he said Wednesday.

Nelson said the nature of that plan likely
will determine if the county can take on the
‘assisted living project.

If Genesis’ presence ai the home simply is
scaled back, Nelgon said the facility could go
forth. Bt{t if it is removed altogether and the
county is strapped with finding a new
admlnlgtratar and physical and oceupational
therapists — all of whom are Cenesis
employees — he said assisted living may
have to be put on the back burner. -

‘That is because, in addition to dealing
with Bullivan County Health Care, the
county in 2007 will be deeply involved in
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developing plans for an over-
haul of the county correection-
al facility.

“If Genesis leaves cold
turkey, I think we're going to
have our hands full,” Nelson
said.

But Commissioner-elect Jeff
Barrette, who will replace
Clarke in January, said
Wednesday that he was confi-
dent that the county could
develop a plan for the man-
agement of the nursing home
and pursue the assisted living
facility.

“] am of the opinion that we

will have the nursing "home

jroned out in the next couple

months and I am alsc of the
opinion that we can in fact
handle working on assisted
living,” Barrette said. “The
main concern is doing it in
such a way that there’s ne
drain on the taxpayers.”

Commissioner Ethel Jarvis
also said she was committed
te moving forward with the
assisted living project.

“We are going to go forth
with it,” she said.

Maithew McCormick can
be reached at
mecormick@ecagletimes.co
m or (603) 543-3100 ext. 104.
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